Bill #5
The Canadian Income Act
Moved by: Minister of Human Resources

WHEREAS countries with the most universal government programs have been the most successful at
reducing poverty; and'

WHEREAS 1 in 7 (4.9 million) people in Canada live in poverty, with poverty costing Canada $72-84
billion a year; and?

WHEREAS Precarious employment has increased by nearly 50% over the past two decades.’

THEREFORE HER MAJESTY, BY AND WITH THE CONSENT OF THE YOUTH
PARLIAMENT OF MANITOBA, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

Purpose
1. The purpose of this Act is to
a. Establish HOPE with mandate set out in Clause (4);
b. Establish a basic income for all applicable residents of Canada;
c. Establish distribution centers for picking up income/documentation;
d. Phase out current welfare programs listed in Clause (9).

Definitions
2. The following terms shall be defined for the purposes of this Act:

a. Basic income: An unconditional, mandatory income paid to every individual as a right of
citizenship/residence.

b. Means-tested benefit: A payment available to individuals whose demonstrated income
and capital are below specified limits.

c. Permanent resident: Status granting someone who is not a Canadian citizen the right to
live and work in Canada for any amount of time.

d. Applicable resident: A Canadian citizen or permanent resident who has been in Canada
for longer than two years, as well as any child born and residing in Canada under the age
of two.

Establish HOPE
3. Honorarium for Opportunities Promising Equity [HOPE] is hereby established.

Mandate and powers of HOPE
4. The mandate of HOPE is to
a. eliminate poverty in Canada through the implementation and administration of a basic
income;
b. establish and administer distribution centers for the purposes of collecting basic income;
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c. create avenues for citizens to access identification necessary to collect their basic income;
d. deliver financial literacy programming; and
e. phase out welfare programs listed in Clause 13 of this Act.

Program implementation
5. HOPE will distribute the basic income as follows:
a. Basic Income will be paid out in bi-weekly payments, on the business day most closely
preceding the 1 and 15™ of each month;
b. Basic Income will be distributed either through direct deposit, or in person at distribution
centers;
c. Basic Income will not be means-tested;
d. The amount of the Basic Income will depend only on the age of the applicable resident,
according to the following age bracket:
(1) child (0-18),
(2) young adult (19-34),
(3) adult (35-54),
(4) senior (55+).
e. Basic Income is non-taxable.

Basic Income paid to every applicable resident
6. Every applicable resident receives the basic income.

Annual amount paid to each citizen through basic income
7. HOPE will pay the following amount to each applicable resident:
a. child (ages 0-18): $6000,
b. young adult (ages 19-34): $10,000,
c. adult (ages 35-54): $6000,
d. senior (55+): $4000.
8. For the child age bracket, the Basic Income will be distributed to their legal guardian(s).
9. The total annual amount is indexed to the annual rate of inflation as reported by the Bank of
Canada.
10. Government issued identification is required to receive Basic Income payments.

Purpose of distribution centers
11. HOPE will run distribution centers.
12. Distribution centers will be tasked with:
a. paying out Basic Income via cheque/direct deposit,
b. providing documentation to those without government issued identification,
c. setting up direct deposit accounts, and
d. creating and facilitating regular financial literacy classes.

Elimination of current welfare programs
13. The following federal and provincial social security payments and tax allowances are eliminated:
Employment and Income Assistance,
The Working Income Tax Benefit,
the Universal Child Care Benefit,
the Canada Child Benefit,
the Federal Income Splitting Tax Program,
Employment Insurance,
Old Age Security including the Guaranteed Income Supplement, and
any additional federal or provincial income support in the form of cash transfers.
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Continuation of income support for people with disabilities
14. The following federal/provincial disability benefit programs will continue to be offered, including
but not limited to:
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) Disability Benefits,
CPP children’s benefits for dependents under 25,
Canada Disability Savings Grant and Bond,
Disability benefits for veterans, and
any other federal/provincial income support program designed to provide income support
to those with disabilities.
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