The Constitution for the 
Rural Caucus of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba 

Article 1: Definitions

1. Rural – All areas of Manitoba outside of the city limits of the City of Winnipeg

2. Executive – The five-person body responsible for administering the Rural Caucus

Article 2: Mandate

1. The Mandate of the Rural Caucus of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba 
is to promote and encourage rural Manitobans to participate in the Youth Parliament of Manitoba (YPM).

2. The Rural Caucus will strive for, but will not be limited to, the following results:

a) Increasing awareness of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba in Rural Manitoba

b) Subsidizing rural youth parliament members’ costs by:

i. Organizing transportation to session;

ii. Seeking Donations from rural organizations through the guidance of YPM Inc.; and 

iii. Applying to other organizations for sponsorship.

c) Involving members in the activities of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba by:

i. Having these members participate in recruitment 

ii. Encouraging members to attend the YPM Annual General Meeting

iii. Encourage members to apply for the cabinet of YPM Inc.

d) Organize a yearly Mini-Session of YPM to be held in Rural Manitoba

Article 3: Primacy of YPM Inc.

1. Nothing in this Constitution shall contradict the intent or spirit of the governing documents of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba Inc.

Article 4: Membership

1. A member of the Rural Caucus must:

a) Be a current member of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba

b) Maintain a permanent residence in Rural Manitoba

2. If a member of Youth Parliament applies for membership in the Rural Caucus, and does not meet the requirements in subclause 1b), the Executive will determine whether that person qualifies for membership

Article 5: Executive

1. The Rural Caucus Executive shall consist of:

a) The Caucus Chair

b) The Deputy Caucus Chair

c) The Treasurer

d) The Secretary

e) The YPM Ambassador

2. The Caucus Chair shall: 

a) Be responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Rural Caucus

b) Chair the Annual General Meeting, and executive meetings 

c) Be the representative of the Rural Caucus to YPM and other organizations

3. The Deputy Caucus Chair shall:


a) Maintain the newsletter

b) Manage the rural recruitment campaign for both sessions of YPM Inc.

c) Temporarily assumes the responsibilities of the Caucus Chair if he or she is unavailable

4. The Treasurer shall: 

a) Manage the financial state of the organization

b) Organize any fundraising activities

5. The Secretary shall:

a) Keeps the minutes of all meetings

b) Organizes mailings of pertinent information to the membership

6. The YPM Ambassador shall represent the Board of Directors of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba.

a) This person is appointed annually by the Board of the Directors of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba 

b) Notwithstanding Article 4, the YPM Ambassador is ineligible to vote during the Annual General Meeting, or at any executive meetings of the Rural Caucus

7. To hold an executive position, a person must meet the membership requirements for both the Rural Caucus and YPM Inc.

a) If a person serving on the executive has their term as a member of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba expire during their tenure on executive, they shall be allowed to serve on the executive until the next AGM 

8. The executive has the power to amend the constitution with an Order-In-Council.

a) An Order-in-Council cannot amend the content in the following Articles:

i. Definitions

ii. Primacy of YPM Inc.

iii. Membership

iv. Amending the Constitution

b) The amendment must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the membership at the next AGM

9. The executive is responsible for the collection and disbursement of the finances of the Rural Caucus

Article 6: Annual General Meeting

1. The Rural Caucus Annual General Meeting shall be held once a year on the same weekend as the AGM of YPM Inc.

2. The location of the AGM will be determined by the executive

3. The date of the AGM can only be changed by an unanimous vote of the executive

4. Alumni of the Rural Caucus shall be permitted to attend the AGM

Article 7: Honorary President

1. The Honorary President of the Rural Caucus will be an alumni of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba with ties to Rural Manitoba

2. The Honorary President shall serve a one-year term beginning May 1

3. The Honorary President shall be appointed by a majority vote of the Executive on the recommendation of the Caucus Chair

4. The role of the Honorary President is to:

a) Give guidance to the executive

b) Promote the Rural Caucus within the Youth Parliament community

5. The Honorary President is responsible for breaking any tie votes that occur during the Annual General Meeting or at Executive meetings

Article 8: Executive Elections

1. The Honorary President shall act as the Chief Electoral Officer for the Rural Caucus

2. If the Honorary President is unable to fulfill this role, another impartial person as determined by an unanimous vote of the Executive will become Chief Electoral Officer

3. The Chief Electoral Officer will be responsible for administering the elections, and verifying the results

4. All current members have the right to vote

5. Members who are unable to attend the AGM will be able to proxy their vote to another Rural Caucus member 

a) Members attending the AGM will only be allowed to carry one proxy

b) The proxy must be done as per the instructions of the executive

6. All elections will be run in accordance with the election standards of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba

7. The Chief Electoral Officer has the power to adapt these standards to the Rural Caucus as necessary

8. Elections will take place yearly during the Annual General Meeting

9. Any of the provisions in this section can only be changed if the following occurs:

a) A two-thirds vote of the membership during the AGM

b) An unanimous vote of the executive

c) The support of the Honorary President

Article 9: By-Elections

1. If, for any reason, one of the members of the Executive resigns, the remaining Executive members must report immediately to the Honorary President

a) The Honorary President, acting as the Chief Electoral Officer, will send out a notice to the membership within five (5) days informing them of the open position

b) The Honorary President must give the membership two (2) weeks to declare if they intend to seek the position

2. If more than one member seeks the open position, there will be an election by e-mailed ballot

a) The candidates will have two (2) weeks to campaign for the position

b) Once that two (2) week period has elapsed, the Honorary President will send out a ballot via e-mail

c) Members will have one (1) week to submit their completed ballot to the Honorary President

d) Following this one (1) week period, the Honorary President must immediately tabulate the results, and inform the membership of the winning candidate

e) The winning candidate will immediately assume the open position

Article 10: Amending the Constitution

1. Amendments to the Constitution will be considered at the Annual General Meeting 

2. The following people will be allowed to propose amendments at the Annual General Meeting:

a) Members of the Rural Caucus

b) The Executive of the Rural Caucus

c) The Honorary President

3. In order for an amendment to pass, it must receive the support of a simple majority of the Rural Caucus membership

Article 11: Questions on Constitution

1. Any issues not addressed in this constitution will be resolved by referring to the governing documents of the Youth Parliament of Manitoba.

a) If these documents do not address the issue, the Executive has residual powers to act upon it as they see fit













